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FRIENDLY HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


“Where Learning Lives” 


LET'S GET TECHNICAL 


Ok everyone, let's get technical. 
For over a year now, Friendly 
Hills has had it’s own web site. 
For more than that time each of 
our teachers have had their own 
e-mail address. This newsletter 
is available on the web before it 
hits your hands. Our web site 
has pictures and information 
that can be found no where else. And 
yet, it just doesn’t get used that much. 
Same thing with our e-mail. So I say it 
is time to GET TECHNICAL. 

First take a look at our web site. 
The address is 


f 


www.morongo.k12.ca.us/morfhe/index. 
html 


Now I know this isn’t an easy address, 
but have your kids help you bookmark 
it in your favorites. 

Here you will find the weekly 
school lunch menu and a monthly calen- 
dar of school events. The latest pictures 
from events at school are also included. 
Hey! You will even find the latest 
weather from Yucca Valley High 
School. Student work is added on a 
regular basis, including projects such as 
the GATE web site on local history. 
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You will also find helpful web 


sites for your students, in- 
cluding search engines. We 
will soon be adding connec- 
tions for e-pals, our e-mail 
service for students and web | 
pages that support our text 
books. , 
While this is all great, it does 
no good if we don’t use it. SO, 
LET'S GET TECHNICAL. 


When you are done with that, 
zip off an e-mail to your child's 
teacher. It is easy. Their e-mail 
address is 


Firstname lastname(a)ymorongo.Kk! 2. 
са.иѕ 


For example, mine is 
kevin_blanding@morongo.k1 2.ca.us 


Your kids are using this stuff 
all the time. It's our turn. Let's have 


a little fun and LET'S GET TECHNI- 


CAL! 
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А Beautful Addon 


FHEA [parent group) 


UbraryNews — 


= October Events Calendar 


Dates of interest 


© 10/8 FHEA (parent group) 
@ 60 pm 


© 10/10 Frashers Photo Day 


© 10/10 Site Based Management 
Counnl u 34$ 


© 10/14 Stall Development / 
Teacher Inservice (mo мыю) 


© 10/23-29 Red Ribbon Week 


© 10/27 Daylight Savings Time 
Ends (Fall Back) 


© 10/28 See's Candy Sale Begun: 


* 10/29 Wildlife Aseembly 


© 10/30 Awards А касты 
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REACHING FAR 


This excellent program is gearing up for another 
successful year at Friendly Hills. It is called 
REACHING for “Family 
Achievement in Reading” or 
REACHING FAR for short. 
This program works with stu- 
dents from first through fifth 
grade who are having difficulty 
in reading. It takes place before 
school, so all the students get 
an extra dose of reading. What 
is unique about this program is 
the way it involves the family. 


make sure that kids attend 95% of all the 
sessions. In return, the school sends home books 
with the children each night that are easy to read to 
increase the students reading fluency. 


The teachers work in teams of two, work- 
ing with 4 to 6 students each. One 
teacher works on phonics and word iden- 
tification skills, while the other works on 
comprehension skills. In the upper 
grades a new program with a focus on 
reading comprehension is being imple- 
mented. The program is based on current 
research into best instructional practices. 


Parents attend three meetings 

during the program to help them learn effective Our parent group joins in by giving the participating 
ways to work with their children in reading. Par- students each a gift certificate to the Book Fair. — 
ents agree to read nightly with their children and to When we all partner together, students succeed! 


A BEAUTIFUL ADDITION 
tragic circumstances. We would like to honor 


When school broke and remember them in this area and will plan 


È не онг va- on placing plaques іп their honor. At comple- 
cation last June, tion, we will have a ceremony in remembrance. 
two of our talented 

бүз teachers spent Please feel free to stop by the school 
(©з 2 some extra time on 2d take a moment to envision the plan. We 
QEA campus. Mrs. have a lovely start and thank, once again, Mrs. 
— Reed and Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Seacat for giving so unselfishly 
-— of their talents. 


Seacat went right 

to work designing, 
projecting and artistically rendering a beautiful 
desert life mural on the side panel of the stor- 
age unit facing the playground. Many tedious, 
detailed hours went into this labor of love for 
our school. This is the beginning of what we 
hope to be a “remembrance park” style area. 
The future plan includes a grass sitting area 
and benches placed strategically so students 
and staff can rest, read and enjoy the out-of- 
doors. We have lost some youngsters over 
the years to childhood diseases and other 
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; FRIENDLY S ELEMENTARY ASSOCIATION — 


, Sosa g^ and] xw MEO anco i 
Кеа Speaking о оГ: something active, this group is Toll with m is seme at your ‘chil ‘s 
one of the most important connections the school. Please join us at our next meeting, 

school has between home and school. R Tuesday, October 8 at 6:30 pn i. vi 
While the parent group has many goals and = 
serves many functions, one of the most im- 
portant is their fund raising. Through their | (4 á n i i [1 7 А i 
work, , Friendly Hills i is able to take more 


field trips than almost any other school in 1 : а i 
the district. Already this year they raised Education 15 not the i 


en To 


over $500 from their annual spaghetti din- filling of a pail, but 
ner and soda f floats sale. The group is much i 
more than fund raising, however. It is a d the lighting of a fire. 


chance. to get involved and take an active i 
8 221222221 
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PARENT AND STUDENT REMINDERS , " 


children here, when they arrive early 
before the gates open at 9:10 am, for 
grades 1-6,, it can be a recipe for trou- 
ble. Please make sure that your chil- 
dren are not arriving too early to 
school. We have no supervision before 
9:10 a.m. and no crossing guard. We 
do have a bus that comes over from JT 
Kid's Club in the morning for those who 
would like supervised childcare. Check 
with the office for details. 


Our teachers love to have your kids 
here while they are teaching. There is 
so much to learn and share. Just a re- 
minder, when children leave early, it 
disrupts that teaching, causing children 
to miss out on important information 


and results in a tardy for your child. 
The only exception is when this is 
cleared for a medical or dental appoint- 
ment. While we do love to have your 


Red Ribbon Week: 


. The week of October 23-29 is Red Ribbon Week. The special 
theme, for this year, is "Freedom is Drug Free". This theme 
ties in patriotism with the message of being drug, alcohol and 
tobacco free. Students will each receive a patriotic "weeble" 
with a drug-free message. We will also be having our stu- 
dent Sports Recess that week, along with a special assembly. 
We hope that families will take the stand, together, to be 
drug, alcohol and tobacco free. 
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е ” Hawk Pies i 
en ime anri This month we started reading the first 
dives т“ . ras +. КАД Young Pasat nominee, Весты ой 1 
LI nia cHhisbrand Winn-Dixie”. The upper grades are ening > 
ЕЕ Aus bock very much. oL | 
quilt Mrs. Anna Merritt ourinstructionalas- nile writing this article news 


_ sistant, made him the most beautiful quit — r 
| that you have ever seen. It has little P 
каа itlll Now he can take his. 

naps О what a lucky bear he isl 2 
io Мом, 1 let me share with you some of R: 
wonderful things we do Е the library | here | 
"a Friendly Hills. "3 auri : ds: ics S 

é Each class comes to the library for a 
half-hour visit Kindergarten-Third grade can 

М check out one book for one week. Fourth- 

. Sixth choose 2 two books. Seventh and eighth 
"graders come into the library for research. * m 
IX During their library visit, we learn li- 
_ brary skills and listen to a super story. Pad- 
dington and the teacher choose a student who 
| shows good library manners during their li- 
Ast visit. This pal gets to hold Paddington 
during story time AND gets a bookmark AND 

a piece of candy AND gets a chance for a 
book at the end of each month. Six students 
i" are chosen from the drawing and get to pick 

: ' out а paperback book, to keep, from Padding- 
| ton's book basket. What a grand time we 
havent in our library! 
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“Wher I Went Walking...“ »x mr: ti coin 
When | went walking | up 
saw my brother Matt 
and the teachers. 
dy) Jacquelyn Adams 
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letter, a wonderful woman from the Sportettes 
service club came in and donated $200 for 
boobs for our library. This is the 3rd year that. 
. the Sportettes have donated money to our li- 
brary. We all thank them so much! — 
Our Paddington Pals for the €: o 
September are: 
` aoai Adama (Ите. Ин», Cadet 
‘tha, Caleb Norman (Mrs. Winchell, Grade 2) 
Jeremy Dauphinais (Ms. Hodges, Grade 3) 
David Brake (Mrs. Dempsey, Grade 4) 
= Mason Litvinoff (Mrs. Reed, Grade s) 
Nathaniel McPherson (Mrs. Strader, Grade 6) 


* 
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Until next month, enjoy a good boo 
rod and Mrs. K 


| 
A When I went walking I saw a water | 
fountain and bikes. | 


by Destiny Rhyne 


x 


_ anniversary of September 11, 
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SUMMER VACATION STORIES » 
Ground Zero by Cheyenne Westlake 
Over Ihe summer | went ib severi placas, 


mainly in New York. My Grandma Beli was sending my 
Sister, my mom, my dad and me. Of course only my dad 


had been there before. He used to live here a long бте ы 


go, but the last fime he had been mere was len years 
ago. So, things have changed. 

On the plane | was thinking about what we 
would see and learn and | knew | would be happy. After 
we were there a few days, I heard we were долдю 
Ground Zero. The next day we went there and as we - , 
- walked | could hear them drilling through more rubble o 
the towers. When we went to the platform they had walls 
Covered with shirts and hats of New York's bravest fire- 
men. Seeing the holes of where they stood was devastat- 
ing. What was more devastat- - : 2 
ing was on one of the fences 
were shirts and sheets cov- 
ered in blood with names over 
the top. k 

Knowing that the 


2001 was coming reminded 
me of how our country came 
together and became better. 
Now we are like brothers and 
sisters. | like that 


Paint Ball Fight by Peter Gorwin 
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Cuer summer bara, J went ta San Francisce. Jt was windy 


aud full of people. My grandma, grandpa, twa sisters, my aunt and J 


wou supposed ta ga ta N 39. We found every pier but ours. The сал 
drove up and down the cold icy strects of San Fuancisce. Green buses 
шеле ringing bello ta tell eueryane they were coming- 

” | There was Pier 39! A tat of cars were at the pier. My 


] grandpa sau the dach for the ship эв we gat eux tichets and waited in 


line {ох the boat ta алое. П man spotted the ship maving chaser. Спе 
man too pictures of us while we wathed inta the ship. J was ready (а go. 

The boat was heading for the bridge. J watched the bridge чил. 
to us. The water splashed and dried on my face. My hair swung bach 
lihe a roller coaster going as fast as it сал. Fhe baat started ta go under 
the bridge. Jt was dark and shady under the Golden Gate Bridge The 
boat turned and sailed away. (Ls we pulled ta the dachs we walked ta 
the exit and we got our stuff. J wil never forget the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 


Where is he? There he is! I start to fire hoping 


Finally school is out! I have money in my for a lucky shot. All of his bullets are barely miss- 


pocket and joy in my heart. I know what I am 
going to buy - a paint ball gun! Once I get home 
I run to my room, leap in the air and grab my 


ing me! I fire my 15 bullets and BAM the war is 
over. All the excitement has disappeared into the 
sky. I hit the ground. I lost! My brother walks 


money. Then to the store and buy my paint gun. over. I look at my leg and all I see is blood paint 


My brother got one too but his is ten times bet 
ter than minel 
Later that day we went to my grandpa's 


3 and other colors. 
Well, I learned a really good lesson that 
day. Don't fight with paint ball guns unless you can 


house to celebrate the summer. I get all my gear win! 


on for the paintball fight. My heart is working 


overtime. If is beating faster than a jackham- p 
mer hitting the cement. We go outside. I look at 2 2 . 
his face and he isn't nervous at all! I run as fast N p s E 
as I can and dive behind a large bush. I wait. It € T d a pe 2 [9 ча 
feels like forever but it has only been a couple — i — — сы, „жу. 3 

of seconds. I am about to open fire BAM! He 2) e — — 


shot! Now is my chance. T pop out and BAM, 
BAM, ВАМ! He is shooting. I can't find him! 
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FRIENDLY HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


7252 Sunny Vista Ra 
Joshua Tree CA 92252 


Phone: 760 ~ 366-3812 
Fax 760-366-1061 


mau kevin_Dlanding@morongo к | 2.ca.us 


Friendly Hills is dedicated to 
ensuring that students acquire the 
necessary skills to be high achievers, 


exemplary citizens and life long, self 


motivated learners. 


Please e-mail me at 


kevin_blanding @ 
morongo.k12.ca.us 


Our Story 


Friendly Hills Schoo! was founded in 1988 as part of the Mo- 
rongo Unified School District. Since it's inception, the schoo! 
has been instrumental in the education of more than 2500 
students. Our first kindergarten class Graduated in the year 
2000. We are confident that those students and all who have 
followed, leave this school with a Strong ,well rounded educa- 
tion. Our tradition has been one of academic excellence high 
Student expectations and an education rich in the arts. As we 
move into the future, Friendly Hills continues to lead ín these 
areas, as well as emerging as an innovator in the area of tech- 
nology. We attribute our success to a talented, dedicated 
Staff, caring parents and wonderful students. 


SCHOOL BASED MANAGEMENT COUNCIL NEWS 


The School Based Management Council is a de- 
cision making body within the school. This com- 
mittee puts together a Site Based Plan each year 
that outlines how money for special programs will 
be spent. It is made up.of an equal number of par- 
ents and staff. 


During this past month's meeting, the committee 
welcomed a new parent, Jolie Kelley to the com- 
mittee. She will be serving as the recording secre- 
tary. 

The primary task of the committee for this first 
meeting was to review the financial situation for the 
school. It is still not clear how much of a cut in 
funding we will experience this year, so some fund- 
ing decisions were made on a tentative basis. 

Due to our improvement in test scores from two 


years ago, the committee received $25,000 to spend 
on school improvements. After a lengthy discus- 
sion, it was decided to spend the money on a Scan- 
tron for upper grade classes, Networking for the en- 
tire school, new computers for 4th grade, sports/ 
playground equipment, and a new computer based 
math program for struggling students. 

The group meets from 3:45 — 5:00 on the second 
Thursday of each month. If you have an interest in 
being part of this committee, please contact Mr. 
Blanding. 
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September Awards : 
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Teacher Student of Citizenship Outstanding poda 3 
the _ Ау : = 
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Mrs. Mitz Elise Kelle Destiny Rhyne Courtney Yakutis аск Ingram 
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Mrs. Reed Tim Zarki 
Mrs. Seacat Rhyann Prekop Isaac Parker Tia Jones, 
Mrs. Strader - Cheyenne Westlake Ariana Rodriguez ouie Ramirez Peter Gorwin 


Annetta Nilsen Adri üares 


avid Atteberry 


Amber Cosner . 


Katelynn Hannah, 


Ms. Williams. Silly Brown 24 . adrian Garcia Aian Sifford Cornell Gardner. 
[ee 
Mrs. Winchell Kalia Brown Sierra Meskin Katelynn Weedman Caleb Norman . 


Friendly Hills School 
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FHEA See's Candy Sim Begin 
| 


Daylight Savings Time Ends 
a 


